
 

 

The McFayden Lake dam repairs 
began in 1997 at a cost of over 
1.1 million dollars. The costs 
were divided among property 
owners many ranging from 
$8,000 - $11,000 per lot, with 
almost $90,000 being contrib-
uted by Dr. Saliba in relation to 
his beloved DeLafayette Restau-
rant.  Without the efforts of 
many volunteers, a loan from 
the county (which will not hap-
pen again likely based on cur-
rent City / County policies) 
McFayden Lake would not have 

made it past the year 2000. 
 
The average dam life expectancy 
per N.C.D.E.N.R. is 50 years.  
With the unanticipated con-
struction and population growth 
in the 26 square miles our lake 
receives water from (via roads, 
parking lots, malls and more). I 
have a fear our dam will not 

make it to the year 2030. 
 
Just recently, Lake Upchurch 
Homeowners were assessed 
around $14,000 each + 6% in-
terest for 10 years for a dam 
repair.  (That’s $20,000 each 

with finance charges!) 
 
Hope Mills Lake was recently 
rebuilt with municipal money 
for over 12 million dollars and 

remained empty for 5 years. 
 
Rayconda Association is cur-
rently facing an estimated 

$600,000 for dam repairs. 
 
Our dam was cited by 
NCDENR in February 2009 for 
needing repairs including addi-
tional fill dirt, sod, and riser 

improvements. Estimates are 
being solicited, the cost is un-

known. The City won’t help. 
 
Please help save our lake and 
dam by volunteering, paying 
your dues, submitting your 
email address and contact info 
to our website, and completing 
and sending your proxy vote via 

our website if you can’t attend. 
 
Ed Blanchard, Jr. 
McFayden Lake Assoc. Pres. 
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Special points of 

interest: 

• What is McFayden Lake 

Association? 

• Who must pay dues? 

• McFayden Lake receives 
stormwater from 26 

square miles 

• We need volunteers! 

• Check out our website, 
www.mcfaydenlake.com, 
for past newsletters, links 
& to pay online! 

• Lake level to be lowered 
for repairs, Jan. 2010 
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Will there be a McFayden Lake in the year 2030? 

Land masses floated to dam, 
excess stormwater emergency 
spillway 

“Repair and dam maintenance must be our primary focus.” 
Dennis Chew, Board Member 



 

HOW HOMEOWNERS CAN HELP PROTECT AND 

RESTORE THE LAKE HEALTH BIODIVERSITY –  

“The State, City, 

County, and private 

businesses send 

damaging polluted 

and increasing 

volumes of 

stormwater to 

McFayden Lake, but 

by policy will not 

clean up or repair 

damages.” 
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Bill Hickman,  
NCBigSweep.org with 

litter from lake 

Yes, we could use your help!  
 
Do you or your teenager 
need community service 
hours for work or a school 
organization? 
 
The following areas need 
volunteers to perform some 
or all of the duties: 
 

• Newsletter 

• Webpage Maintenance 

• Equipment maintenance 
(boat and mower) 

• Dam maintenance (cut 
grass, shrubs, trees; open 
and close water locks as 
required, inspect dam for 
deterioration) 

• Grounds maintenance (at 

accesses and dock area: cut 
lawn, clean up trash, main-
tain posted signs, treat 
dock with wood preserva-
tive) 

• Security and Rescue 
( c o u r t e s y  p a t r o l—
preferably 5 at different 
parts of the lake—
authorized to check fish 
wells and validate member-
ship, collect evidence and 
report violators, respond 
to emergency calls) 

 
Of course, if your expertise and/
or interests lie in other areas! 
Just email your comments to 
mcfaydenlake@hotmail.com. 
Submitted by Board Member 
Jane Billinger 

HELP!! (We need you!) 

President, Ed Blanchard Jr. 
Vice President, vacant 
Secretary, Corrine Byrne 
Treasurer, Sherril Watkins 
Contracted Consultant,  Eric 
Duckworth 
 
Directors: Wilbert Thornton, 
J.B. Erickson, Dave McLaugh-
lin, Jane Billinger, Lee Wal-
ters, Dennis Chew, Mike 
Ramos, Ken Higginbotham, 
Judy Krantz 

2009—2010 

Officers & Directors 

Board Member Mike 

Ramos leads  
NCBigSweep.org cleanup 

(Excerpt) 
  This guide is intended to 
provide the members of 
McFayden Lake Association 
(MLA) with the information 
needed to assist in improving 
the overall lake health of 
McFayden Lake. Our lake 
was constructed in the 
1930’s and provided the 
community with many bene-
fits, including irrigation, rec-
reation, social gathering, 
fishing, and hunting. Addi-
tionally, it provided a safe 
habitat for native wildlife, 
flora and fauna. In the last 3 
or 4 decades, the lake has 
increasingly come under 
tremendous stress imposed 
by development. The quan-
tity of storm water runoff 
from urbanized areas has 
increased, and the incoming 
water quality has decreased. 

GUIDE FOR THE MEMBERS OF MCFAYDEN LAKE ASSOCIATION 

(read full contents online at www.McFaydenLake.com)  

Sediment-laden runoff from 
construction sites near the lake 
is a particularly severe prob-

lem.  
  As members of MLA we are 
responsible for the mainte-
nance of the lake and we 
should be concerned about the 
visual evidence of the lake’s 
declining health, including rising 
bottom sediment levels, high 
sediment concentrations, wid-
ening floodplains, biological 
contaminants, and decreased 
biodiversity. Biodiversity is the 
variation of life forms within a 
given ecosystem . Biodiversity 
is often used as a measure of 

the health of biological systems. 
  Applied Ecological Services, 
Inc. (AES) has agreed to pro-
vide the base document for this 
guide so we can establish and 
employ a lake management plan 
outlining a sustainable strategy 

to preserve, protect, and 
restore the lake’s natural 

resources.  
(article Submitted by  Board 

Member J.B. Erickson) 

 
Class A   $70 
Class C 
“not on Lake” $150 
Special Assessments
  TBD 
Insurance  TBD 
MultiFamily (if paid by 
HOA)  $49 
 
Print your application and 
proxy form at our web-
site under “forms”. 
 
Bills will be mailed for 
unpaid balances after July 
7th, 2010. 
 
Liens may be placed for 
non-payment 

2009—2010 

Dues 

“Boating on McFayden Lake 

gives one a new perspective.” 
Ken Higginbotham, Board 

Member 



 

Once upon a time there was a 
woman who sold the home 
where she and her husband had 
raised their three children and 
moved to an apartment by a 
lake.  She loved her apartment: 
it was peaceful, she could sit on 
her balcony and relax with a 
wonderful view of the water 
and she felt safe.  The only 
problem was that the apart-
ment was very small and had 
little space for family and 
friends when they came to visit.  
So, she decided to buy another 

home. 
 
She was spoiled by the beautiful 
view she had of the lake and 
knew that she would not be 
satisfied unless she found a 
home with a view of some kind 
of water.  She contacted a real-
tor and told her what she 
wanted and they looked and 
they looked and they looked 
until at last they found the 
perfect house in Water’s Edge.  
But alas, the lakebed was 
empty except for a small pond 
at the very beginning of the 
subdivision and a stream run-
ning through the empty lakebed 
behind the house.  Her realtor 
told her she thought the dam 
was going to be repaired, but 
that things were being negoti-
ated with the county and there 
was no guarantee that the lake 

would ever be there again. 
 
The woman really liked the 
house and all the trees and the 
natural look of the landscape 
so she decided to buy the 
house even though the lake 
wasn’t there and take a chance 
that the Lake Association 
would manage to arrange for 
the rebuilding of the dam.  She 
quickly learned that the cove-
nants on her deed required her 
to be a Lake Association mem-
ber and pay the annual dues.  
So she did what was required 
because it was the law and 

because she wanted a lake 

back. 
 
It took over a year, but miracu-
lously one day, the water 
started coming back to the 
lakebed behind her house.  She 
was assessed by the county for 
the cost of her share of the 
dam as a lakefront owner, but 
she was very willing to pay 
everything that was required in 
order to have the lake.  The 
lake was beautiful and pristine 
and all the wild life returned 
and the lake was restocked 
with fish.  The Lake Association 
was very active and there was 
good attendance at the Lake 
Association meetings.  Every-
one was happy to have the lake 

back. 
 
Time went on and everyone 
was happy about the way things 
were since they had the lake 
and pretty soon the Lake Asso-
ciation meetings began to have 
only a few members attending 
and doing all the work.  After 
all, the dam still had to be 
maintained, the lake patrolled 
and stocked and the water 
tested for toxicity along with 
the administrative require-
ments needed to protect the 
owners in the Association.  As 
time went on more and more 
buildings were built around the 
lake or on streambeds near it 
and the water began to get 
dirtier and dirtier with oil slicks 
and trash and lots of silt wash-
ing into it.  The few members 
of the Lake Association strug-
gled to keep things going and 
to get the county and city to 
protect their lake water, but 
with few people assisting it was 
a difficult job.  Many lakeside 
owners weren’t paying their 
dues as required by the cove-
nants on their deeds and the 
financial support to keep the 

lake going was not there 
 

The Lake Association had no 
choice but to send out letters 
and charge people for their 
unpaid dues.  People grumbled 
and wondered if they had to 
pay them and thought the Lake 
Association was wrong to 
charge them for previous years 
and to include interest.  After 
all, what was the Lake Associa-
tion doing for them?  Who do 
these people think they are?  
How dare they arbitrarily tell 
them that they owed that much 

money? 
 
I’d like to say there was a 
happy ending to this story, but 
the ending will be determined 
by the McFayden Lake Associa-
tion members.  Do you want 
to live on a lake or have houses 
built where you once had a 
lakeside view?  Do you want to 
continue to see our once pris-
tine lake become more and 
more toxic as wetlands are 
filled in and built on and waste 
and silt washed into the lake 
from storm drains?  If you are 
living on McFayden Lake be-
cause you want the beautiful 
natural setting provided by this 
body of water, you need to 
step up and pay your dues and 
become an active member of 
the Lake Association.  You can 
protect McFayden The choice 
is up to you. You can protect 
McFayden Lake for all of us, 
and future generations. Submit-
ted by Board Member Judy 

Krantz 

A Lake Fairy Tale...or not? 
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PWC Sewerline over topped by 
stormwater, not designed for 
this much! 

MLA Dock flooded by 
excess stormwater 
09/2008 

 
REMINDERS 

• No Gas Engines 

• Catch & Release 
Fish 

• Don’t Eat Fish 

• Don’t Swim 

• Stay Away from 
Dam 

• Respect private 
docks 

• Report trespasses 
to police 

 
Wilbert Thornton, MLA 
Board Member 



 

P O Box 26663 
Fayetteville, NC 28304 

E-mail: 
McFaydenLake@hotmail.com 

MCFAYDEN LAKE 

ASSOCIATION 

 

Learn more @ www.McFaydenLake.com 

We’re on the web! 

www.McFaydenLake.com 

 

Send your 
photos to 

McFaydenLake

@Hotmail.com! 

Report our litter, flooding 
and stormwater sediment 
problems to 

www.ci.fayetteville.nc.us 
 

Click on “Report Problem” 

call N.C.D.E.N.R. at  
(910) 486-1191 

MCFAYDEN LAKE ASSOC. 
P O BOX 26663 
FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28304 


